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3350 Quitman St. • 720-424-7780 • http://edison.dpsk12.org

A 21st Century Neighborhood School

Leadership:
Sally Whitelock, Principal 
Sally_Whitelock@dpsk12.org

Nadine Ritchotte, Assistant Principal 
Nadine_Ritchotte@dpsk12.org

Secretaries:
Esther Martinez & Michelle Miller

School day:
8:45 AM -3:30 PM

Upcoming Events:
September 8th  
PTA Meeting, Communications Plan Meeting, 
HGT Information Meeting 
Auditorium 6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

September 16th & 19th — No School

September 24th — Community Forum 
Visioning Summit 
Scheitler Recreation Center 9:30 am

September 28th – 30th — Vision & Hearing 
Screening

October 6th — Edison Community Gathering 
Edison Playground East 3:30 pm

CSC Meeting - Library 4:30 pm

October 13th 
PTA Meeting - Auditorium 6:00 pm – 7:00 pm

October 14th 
Picture Day 
Box Tops, 1st Collection

October 21st 
Picture Retakes

Fall Festival - 3:45 – 6:00

RIF Distribution

October 25th & 26th — Parent/Teacher 
Conferences

October 28th & 31st— No School

From the Principal 
Dear Edison Community,

It has been a hot, yet engaging start to the 2011-12 school year. Nadine, myself and 
all our teaching staff were excited to see all the energetic young faces and interested 
parents on back-to-school night. Teachers were excited to share their plans and ideas 
for their classrooms. We hope that parents and students received a preview into the 
year before us and dropped their students off on the first day of school prepared for the 
learning ahead. 

At Edison, our school vision leads our instructional decisions in the classroom. 
Teachers believe that 21st century skills, rigorous academics and character education 
ensure the development of the whole child. It is important for us to challenge every 
student whether they are advanced learners, students learning at grade level or 
learners in need of additional support. Therefore, we have started implementation 
of our “flooding” model. Flooding is the term we use to describe an increase in the 
number of teachers at a grade level during a specific block of time. Daily, during 
“reading flooding” and “math flooding” students will be re-grouped based on reading 
or math achievement. Student reading and math progress will be reviewed by grade 
level teams, with the support of the principal, assistant principal and literacy facilitator 
every 6 weeks, and groups will be adjusted as is appropriate to continue to challenge 
students academically. As a result of our achievement data, teachers have decided 
that strategically grouping students, in addition to carefully considering what level of 
curriculum to use, will best meet the needs of our students. For more information 
regarding instruction at Edison, please visit our website at http://edison.dpsk12.org 

Additionally, after a few weeks of establishing routines and classroom communities, 
teachers have begun their typical instructional schedule. Students will be strongly 
encouraged to complete homework and read at home to support the learning they are 
doing at school. We encourage parents to talk to their children about their homework, 
their AR reading level, and what they are learning in the classroom. 

We are off to a great start. Thank you to everyone – parents, students and teachers – 
who have helped this school year begin successfully.

Sincerely,

Sally Whitelock, Principal

Sally Whitelock

April 10, 2014

From the Principal
Dear Edison Community,

Spring at Edison is a fun, enjoyable, energetic time for our entire community! We have 
so many fun events coming up in the next few months. This is a great time to get 
involved and celebrate the fantastic learning occurring at Edison. Check with your 
child’s teacher or a PTA representative for opportunities to help out and make some 
new friends. Please join us for:

• Earth day parade on April 18 at 8:00 AM beginning on Edison’s front lawn
• Health Fair on April 18 on the playground at 3:45 PM
• Author’s Tea in the auditorium on April 24 at 3:45 PM
• 4th grade Regions performance on April 30 at 6:30 PM
• Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast on May 2 in the auditorium at 8:00 AM
• EdFest on May 17
• 5th grade Revolutionary War Wax Museum and performance on May 22
• Field Day and Book Fair on May 23
• 3rd grade Objects in the Sky performance on May 29
• Enrichment Day on May 30
• Talent Show on June 5 in Edison’s auditorium 

I am looking forward to a wonderful Spring. Thank you for your involvement and 
commitment to Edison.
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Sally Whitelock

Upcoming Events: 
April 11 CSC meeting at 4:30 in conference 

room

April 12 Green Team Clean Up Day at 9:00 
AM – 3:00 PM

April 15 PTA meeting at 3:45 at Edison

April 15  Churchill’s community night 11:00 
AM - midnight

April 18 Earth Day Parade at 8:00 AM on 
Edison’s front lawn 

April 18 Health Fair at 3:45 on the 
playground

April 24 Author’s Tea at 3:45 in auditorium

April 25 RIF book distribution for students

April 26 Totally Tennyson Fundraiser

April 30 4th grade performance at 6:30 PM 
in the auditorium

May 1 CSC meeting at 4:30 in the 
conference room

May 2  Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast at 
8:00 AM in auditorium

May 2 First Friday on 32nd/Lowell at 5:00 – 
8:00 PM

May 3 Mile High 5 Community Race and 
Fun Run

May 6 PTA meeting at 3:45

Leadership:
Sally Whitelock, Principal

Sally_Whitelock@dpsk12.org

Eric Hamilton, Assistant Principal

Eric_Hamilton@dpsk12.org

Suzy O’Dorisio, AP intern

Suzanne_Odorisio@dpsk12.org

Secretaries:
Michelle Miller and Barbara Schrant

School day:
8:40 AM - 3:30 PM

3350 Quitman St. • 720-424-7780 • http://edison.dpsk12.org
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Spring Testing:  Colorado 
Measures of Academic Success 
(CMAS) 
As Denver Public Schools embraces the Colorado Academic 
and Common Core State Standards, there will be new 
assessments aligned to the new standards. These new 
assessments will be online and replace the traditional paper/
pencil assessments like TCAP. This April, all 4th and 5th grade 
students will be participating in the new CMAS assessment. 
This is the first year CMAS will be administered district wide. 
Fourth grade students will take the Social Studies CMAS while 
5th grade students will take the Science CMAS, which has 
replaced the TCAP assessment for science. All testing will take 
place in the morning. Please help your child be at their best by 
ensuring they get a good night’s sleep, eat a healthy breakfast, 
and are on time for school.

Schedule:
Date Grade Content Area Tested

April 15, 16, and 17 4 Social Studies 

April 22, 23, and 24 5 Science

A Message from the Student 
Engagement Committee
Spring Has Sprung!!
Warmer weather can make it more difficult for children to 
remain focused on their academics. Please continue to monitor 
homework and motivation to ensure students are continuing to 
demonstrate responsibility and a readiness to learn. Additionally, 
please review school rules with your child. As always, we want 
all of our students to make smart and safe choices as we move 
towards the end of the school year. Thanks so much for your 
continued support!

At Edison, Every Child Succeeds!!!

Check Your Student’s AR Progress On-line
All 1st-5th grade students at Edison are working hard to achieve their AR (Accelerated Reader) goals. Parents can check their 
progress online at:

https://hosted252.renlearn.com/245193/homeconnect/

The user name is your child’s student ID number preceded by “DPS”; for example: DPS123456

The password is your child’s date of birth formatted as: mmddyyyy. For example, if your child’s birthday is January 9, 2004, the 
password is 01092004

Contact your child’s teacher if you need assistance with the user name and password.

-m
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Before signing on to be the PTA president, I had been to only three 
or four PTA meetings in five years. Despite knowing the former 
officers are all perfectly nice normal parents, I thought of PTA as a 
place where a few people do everything and that I’d get all sucked 
up into a bunch of drama if I showed my face at a meeting.

Instead I stuck with Green Team; they have always been their 
own scrappy bunch. Green Team needs some reinforcements 
or some of the positive changes could go away. Green Team is 
great for someone who wants to focus on one project and work 
with a small impactful team.

Last year, I was also intrigued by the excitement of joining the 
EdFest team. I never wanted to do it before because I didn’t 
want to be the one asking businesses for donations for the 
auction, but there is such a variety of great tasks, it was actually 
fun. Their meetings are in the evenings at Local 46, so it’s a 
great opportunity to get involved if you are busy during the day. 

Last Spring, I went to a PTA meeting and I found that there are 
committee leaders for almost every task at Edison, from Teacher 
Appreciation, BoxTops, Literacy Night, you name it. PTA just needs 
officers to lead the leaders. Nearly as importantly, I discovered 
nobody at PTA wants drama, we’re all here to help the school.

So would you like to be more involved but don’t know where 
you’d best fit in? Tactical and practical - join Green Team. 
Creative and enthusiastic - join the EdFest planning committee. 
Any or all of the above, join PTA and consider taking a leadership 
position, one of the committee chairs or an officer. Just because 
you’ve attended few or zero meetings doesn’t mean you aren’t 
the right person for the job. We’ve got something for everyone. 

Shout Out of the Month
Maybe I’m a wee biased because I bleed chartreuse for Green 
Team, but these gals have done so much for the school that 
our school has a reputation for having a massive team. Really 
it’s just Nicole Bauman and Leslie Girten who lead the Student 
Green Team, Diane Graves who runs the fundraising, and 
Sara Nepomuceno who has just taken over the landscape 
subcommittee. That’s all that’s left of the powerhouse group that 
brought Edison the garden, salad bar, composting, recycling, 
reusable utensils in the cafeteria and many other changes that 
could go away without reinforcements and continued support 
for this group. Stay tuned for a happy hour gathering to find 
out more about this fun, impactful group. They need you. In the 
meantime, give them the lettuce leaf salute (a high five.)

SPRING HAS SPRUNG!

TCAPs are over and it’s time for some great events for our 
school and our community!

Edfest
EdFest is coming on Saturday, May 17th from 6-10pm at Local 
46. A big shout out to our major Sponsors: Local 46, Deep 
Eddy, Ortho in the Highlands, and Speaks Orthodontics. 
Look for more sponsors next month! Tickets are $30 and 
include food and 1 drink ticket. Additional drink tickets, Cornhole 
Tournament entry, and Heads Tails Party Wagon tickets also 
available for pre-sale purchase. Purchase online at https://
edisonpt.ejoinme.org/EdFest or look for announcements about 
our after school ticket table. Line up those babysitters!

 

We still need help! Email edisonfundraising@gmail.com.

• Find a friend and host a Class Social (previous activities 
have included Kindergarten Water Wars, 1st Grade Jedi 
Training Camp, 4th Grade Scavenger Hunt, pool parties, park 
playdates...you get the idea!)

• Volunteer the night of the event (and get free admission!) Sign 
up link coming soon...

• Have a truck/SUV? We need a volunteer to pick up (locally) 
our bike racks from BikeDenver, assist with setup on May 17th 
and tear down/return on May 18th.

• Sponsor! It’s not too late to become a sponsor for EdFest. 
We’d love to have donations for our silent auction!

• Attend. This event raised just under $20,000 last year and 
we would love to raise even more! Support your school while 
enjoying the drinks and delicious food donated by our amazing 
Highlands eateries and playing in the Cornhole Tournament 
in Local’s Biergarten. And don’t forget about the really great 
silent and live auction items…Condo in Vail, brunch at Old 
Major, concert tickets, LoHi music fest VIP tickets, restaurants 
and more.

• Can’t make it? Sponsor a teacher ticket for $20. Teachers 
love to attend this fun event and parents love to socialize with 
Edison’s AMAZING staff outside of school.

Upcoming School Events
• Green Team Clean Up Day 4/12: It’s time to tidy up Edison’s 

landscape and get our school looking its best. With spring’s 
arrival, our kids are spending lots more time outside on the 
playgrounds and field, which means those areas have taken 
a beating. We need a small army of helpers to the tackle the 
clean up job. Your hard work makes a BIG DIFFERENCE! 
DPS will provide a full-stocked tool truck and Edison’s Green 
Team will provide refreshments and snacks. So, all we need 
is some of your time and effort. Please join us for a few hours 

PTA Corner

Edison PTA
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or the whole day. Your hard work makes a BIG DIFFERENCE! 
Contact Sara Nepomuceno with questions sara@
denverhoundhikers.com or sign up here to volunteer: http://
www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4BAAAC22A3FC1-green

• April PTA Meeting 4/15 3:45 pm: Outside if good weather; 
conference room if not. Join us for elections and more! NEW 
TIME, DAY, and LOCATION!

• Earth Day Parade 4/18: Meet at the Quitman entrance of the 
school at 8:00 am with your best hat made from recycled 
materials. The winning hat will receive bragging rights and a 
$20 gift card! Contact Leslie Girten with questions: girtenl@
earthlink.net

• Eco-fair 4/18 4:00-5:30 pm: Edison’s Green Team organizes 
an annual health fair and encourages students to remain 
healthy and drug free. At the annual Health Fair, students 
and parents teach students about living a healthy life 
through a variety of health lessons and demonstrations. 
To volunteer, sign up here: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/10C0F4BAAAC22A3FC1-ecofair

• Young Author’s Tea 4/24 3:45-5:00 pm: Student authors 
celebrate their writing with tea and cookies at the Author’s 
Tea each April. The Edison auditorium is transformed into a 
library of stories written by our student authors. Teachers set 
up tables of students’ written work, which provides student 
authors opportunities to share their work with their parents 
and friends.

• Reading Is Fundamental book distribution 4/25: Sign up 
now to help disburse free books to all students http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/10C0F4BAAAC22A3FC1-rifbook2

• May PTA Meeting 5/6 3:45 pm: at Edison 

Upcoming Community Events That Benefit Edison
• Churchill’s Public House 4/15 11:00-midnight: 20% of sales 

split between Edison and Brown. 1560 Boulder Street.
• Totally Tennyson 4/26 4:00pm – midnight: This 80s themed 

street crawl is great for watching people, checking out 
Tennyson’s businesses, and dancing to 80s cover bands. 
Costumes are optional!
 -To buy tickets in person: East Playground after school on 
Ticket Tuesdays

 -To buy tickets online: https://edisonpt.ejoinme.org/
TotallyTennyson

The 2014-2015 DPS calendar is now out.  
Parents can access it here:  
http://www.dpsk12.org/calendars

Connect with Us

edison.dpsk12.org

facebook.com/EdisonElementary

twitter.com/edisondenver

http://edison.dpsk12.org/?feed=rss2
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PTA Corner
September 8th
Big Zukes Weigh-In 
Parks & Gardens Office-4309 W. 44th Avenue 
4:00 pm

PTA Meeting 
-Communications Plan 
-HGT Information 
Auditorium 
6:00 pm – 7:30 pm

September 10th
Sunnyside Music Festival- Kid Zone 
Chaffee Park (Tejon & 44th)  
**Volunteers needed 

September 19th 
Edison School Yard Cleanup with the 
Green Team  
Edison Garden 9:00 am  
**Volunteers needed

September 27th
Chipotle Fund Raiser for Green Team 
3:30 pm - 7:30 pm

October 13th
PTA Meeting 
Auditorium 
6:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

October 16th
Edison School Yard Clean Up with the 
Green Team  
Edison Garden 9:00 am  
**Volunteers are needed

October 21st 
Fall Festival 
Edison Playground 
3:45 – 6:00 
**Volunteers are needed

RIF 
**Volunteers are needed.

For a description of upcoming volunteer 
opportunities that note **volunteers are needed, 
please visit the PTA tab on the Edison Website or 
contact: ptaedisondenver@gmail.com.

Check Your Student’s AR Progress On-line
All 1st-5th grade students at Edison are working hard to achieve their AR 
(Accelerated Reader) goals. Parents can check their progress online at:

https://hosted252.renlearn.com/245193/homeconnect/

The user name is your child’s Student ID number preceded by “DPS,” for 
example: DPS123456

The password is your child’s date of birth formatted as: mmddyyyy, for example,  
if your child’s birthday is January 9, 2004, the password is 01092004

Contact your child’s teacher if you need assistance with the user name and 
password.

The Following are volunteer requests 
from Edison Elementary teachers:
Ms. Allgeier, Edison’s librarian, would like a weekly 
helper to assist her in the library.  She also needs 
help leveling books.  Please contact: Kathleen_
Allgeier@dpsk12.org to volunteer or for further 
information.

Ms. Mansfield, Edison’s Art Teacher, would like 
help stuffing original artwork information in plastic 
sleeves and making pinwheels for International 
Peace Day.  Please contact:  Kelly_Mansfield@
dpsk12.org to volunteer or for further information.

The following one time and monthly positions, as 
well as, full time positions are listed below:

Community Gatherings – Greet parents and 
teachers, take notes to share with administration 
and PTA leadership.

Community Outreach – Poster on Highlands 
Mommies website, HUNI, SUNY and West 
Highland event posts. (Monthly)

Edison Directory – Tweak the color and minor 
layout changes.  This task begins on September 
10th and ends on September 15th. (One Time)

Edison Extra Newsletter – Collect content 
from list of sources.  Print for Thursday Folders and 
send to Lisa Meeks for website posting. (Monthly) 

Please contact ptaedisondenver@gmail.com to 
volunteer or for further information.

Thank you to ALL of the volunteers that have 
offered to donate their time and services this 
year for events, in classrooms and specific tasks 
throughout the year!

Fundraising
During the 2010-2011 school year, Edison PTA 
raised $39,000.00. Edison PTA has a fundraising 
goal of $55,000.00 for the 2011-2012 school year.

The amount that Edison PTA has raised so far is 
$1,500.00.

One fundraising opportunity new to Edison 
this year is Donors Choose.  Please visit http://
www.donorschoose.org/donors/proposal.
html?id=620956 to view Ms. Archibald’s 
classroom project.  Encourage your child’s 
teacher to participate in Donors Choose!

Please utilize the amazing website and Facebook 
page that the Edison Administration and the 
Communications team have put in place for the 
Edison community.  On it, you will find a plethora 
of information about Edison.

Connect with Us

 edison.dpsk12.org 

 facebook.com/EdisonElementary

 twitter.com/edisondenver

 http://edison.dpsk12.org/?feed=rss2 
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• First Fridays 32nd/Lowell 5/2 5:00-8:00 pm: Supporting 
businesses split 10% percent of proceeds between Edison, 
Brown, and Skinner https://www.facebook.com/Lowell.32

• Mile High 5 Community Race and Fun Run 5/3: 
 -To register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2014-mile-high-5-
race-and-fun-run-registration-6590615709

 -To volunteer: http://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20F044CA8A72BA13-mile

• El Camino Community Lunch 11:00am-2:00 pm: 3628 W 
32nd Ave -% back to Edison

It’s not too late to get involved at Edison! 

Survey 
Every year, EdFest raises money for a special appeal. Put in 
your input as to what that should be now through March 13th 
at this survey. We’ll also be pulling ideas for the grant portion 
of Totally Tennyson proceeds from this survey. We want to hear 
from you! 

Mile High 5 *Edison fundraiser and fitness event
Edison is thrilled to be part of the Mile High 5 Race and Fun 
Run again this year. You and the kids can run in a 5 mile, 5k, 
or 5000 foot race. To register, please see details at http://
edison.dpsk12.org/mile-high-5/ As part of our participation, 
Edison has been asked to run the trash/recycling component 
of the race. To volunteer please contact Cindie Standlee at 
Cindie_Standlee@dpsk12.org or sign up here: http://www.
signupgenius.com/go/20F044CA8A72BA13-mile

First Fridays at 32nd/Lowell *Community event and 
Edison/Brown/Skinner fundraiser
Participating shops on 32nd/Lowell will have a recurring 
shopping event on First Fridays. In the months of March, April 
and May, Edison, Brown and Skinner will receive a percentage 
of the total sales on these Fridays. Please check out our Edison 
Facebook page for event details.

Next PTA Meeting * DATE CHANGE*
Please join us after school on Wednesday March 12th, at 
3:45pm in the downstairs conference room. We still have the 
entire last trimester to do great things. Like what we’re doing? 
Join us to make it better! Hate what we’re doing? Join us to 
make a difference. Be the César Chávez in whatever manner 
you can! 


