
 
 

Leadership: 
Sally Whitelock 

Principal 
Sally_Whitelock@DPSK12.org 

  
Nadine Ritchotte 
Assistant Principal 
Nadine_Ritchotte@DPSK12.org   

 
Secretaries: 

Esther Martinez 
Michelle Miller 

 
School day: 

8:45 AM -3:30 PM 
 

Upcoming Events: 
March 25 

Student Enrichment Day 
CSAP Party 

 
March 28- April 4 

Spring Break 
 

April 7 
CSC Meeting at 4:30  

In the conference room 
 

April 14 
PTA meeting at 6:30  

In the Library 
 

April 16 
Parent Input forms 
To be turned in 

 
April 22 
Earth Day 

RIF Distribution 
 

April 25 
Author’s Tea at 4:00 in 

the auditorium 
 

April 30 
“Totally Tennyson: A 
Taste of Tennyson” 

fundraiser for schools 

   
 
 
 
 
 

A 
21st Century 
Neighborhood 

School! 
 3350 Quitman St. 

720-424-7780 
                     Please visit our website at:    
                       http://edison.dpsk12.org/ 
 

Dear parents, 
 
On March 5, our PTA hosted the 2011 Edison Annual Auction “Ed Fest”. 
Approximately 300 parents and community members attended this joyous event 
which raised money for Edison Elementary. We want to thank the ED Fest 
committee – Lisa Fentress, June Schlesinger, Michel Brossmer, Ben Lusz, 
MaryAnn DiMaria, Jackie Meyer, Carrie Doyle, Kristi McKenzie, Angie Guzdar, 
Sara Nepomuceno, Abby Hoverstock, Kristie Shevin, Jen Ibenez, Lani Stites, Troy 
Kilen, Juliann Sullivan, and Monika Krapichler – for their hard work in planning, 
organizing, decorating, and hosting this wonderful event. Over 300 silent 
auction items, 10 live auction items, 4 blackjack tables, wonderful food and 
drinks, a live bar and a funny DJ made the “Ed Fest” auction the party of the 
season!  
 
The money raised at the Edison Annual Auction will support Edison school and 
students during the 2011-12 school year.  Throughout the 2010-11 school year, 
the Edison PTA has provided funding for Edison student and teacher t-shirts, 
Thursday folders, Gotcha parties, enrichment programs, community events, 
library books, and a new netbook computer lab. In the 2011-12 school year, the 
PTA is planning to continue to provide funding for Edison t-shirts, Thursday 
folders, Gotcha parties, enrichment programs, community events, books, 
technology and, additionally, fund general instructional supplies.   
 
The collaborative effort between the PTA, leadership team, and teachers 
provides Edison students with opportunities and resources that truly enhance 
their education. We are lucky to have such an invested PTA! 
 
Sincerely, 
    Sally Whitelock, Principal 
    Nadine Ritchotte, Assistant Principal 

ED Fest – A Huge Success!! 
 

EDISON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
March 24, 2011 
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Check your 
student’s AR 

reading on-line 
 

All 1st-5th grade students at 
Edison are working hard to 

achieve their AR reading 
goals. Parents can check their 

progress on line at: 
 
https://hosted252.renlearn.c
om/245193/homeconnect  
 

Students can also practice 
their math facts at the same 

website by going to “Math 
Facts in a Flash.” 

Our mission at Edison 
Elementary is: 

 
Edison Elementary is a 
collaborative learning 
community where 21st 
century skills, rigorous 

academics and character 
education ensure the 

development of the whole 
child. Every classroom 

promotes growth in critical 
thinking and reasoning, 

information literacy, self-
direction, collaboration and 

invention/innovation. We 
celebrate curiosity and 

creativity in the 
development of life-long 

learners. 
 

 

Edison 
Elementary 

 Parent Input Forms 
 
In order to provide a fair and transparent 
process for placing students in classrooms for 
the 2011-12 school year, the School Leadership 
Team and Collaborative School Committee 
developed a process that will be used this year. 
In May and August, teachers and administrators 
will collaboratively develop class lists with 
careful consideration of student achievement 
data, learning styles, gender, emotional needs, 
and parent input.  
 
A letter and “Parent Input for Classroom 
Assignments” form was sent home in January 
and again on March 24. If parents wish to have 
input into the classroom assignment decisions, 
these forms need to be completed and returned 
to either the classroom teacher or front office 
no later than April 16.  
 
Classroom assignments will be distributed in  
August, after all registration paperwork is 
updated/completed for the 2011-12 school 
year. 

Student Engagement Activities-Lots Coming Up!!! 
 
This Friday, March 25th will be a crazy 
busy day at Edison!  It’s Enrichment Day 
and our CSAP celebration.   3rd-5th grade 
students will have their Enrichment Day 
sessions from 9:30-11:30 in the morning 
and K-2 will have their session from 1:30-
2:20.   Teachers planned fabulous 
activities featuring a passion or a hobby 
that they wanted to share with students. 
Some sessions that are available to 
students include: Digital Photography, 
Drums from Around the World, Finger 
Knitting, Rap Music, Song Writing, 
Illustration, Tremendous Tapestries, and 
many others…all students were assigned 
to their first or second choice and will know 
what class that they were assigned on 
Thursday. Ask your child about 
Enrichment Day…we are all very excited!   
 
Friday afternoon, from 2:00-3:30 will be 
our 3rd, 4th and 5th grade CSAP party.  All 
students who were present for all testing 
sessions and who worked as hard as they 
could will participate in the party.  We’ll 

have Minute to Win It competitions (thanks 
Ms. Rigsby), mini golf and Dance, Dance 
Revolution (thanks Mr. Auday) and ice cream 
sundaes for all (thanks PTA and parents!)  It 
looks like the weather will cooperate for us, 
but if you could send us some good vibes, it 
would be greatly appreciated!   
Thanks to all of you who signed up to bring 
ice cream sundae toppings or to volunteer 
for the party!  Anyone who still wants to 
volunteer or to bring toppings is of course 
welcome, call me and leave a message on 
720.424.7786 or email 
nadine_ritchotte@dpsk12.org.   
 
The Student Engagement Committee will 
soon begin meeting to plan for next year.  It 
is our goal to continue using Gotchas and 
Kindness Coins and to implement a Student 
Expectation plan for the first weeks of school 
in the fall.  We want to emphasize Morning 
Meeting next year as a place for students to 
talk about bullying, classroom issues or other 
issues that relate to them and their peers.  
Please look for more information about these  
moves in upcoming Student Engagement 
articles.  
 
 
 

Next Gotcha Party – April 8, 2011  

https://hosted252.renlearn.com/245193/homeconnect
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Teacher Effectiveness and Parent Involvement are two of the greatest influences on 
student achievement and success in school.  
 
Teacher Effectiveness 
Study after study has demonstrated that the most important factor in closing the achievement 
gap is the quality of teaching.  Therefore, at Edison, we want to ensure that every student is 
taught by an excellent teacher. Many parents, however, often wonder what school leaders look 
for when they are observing instruction in the classroom and evaluating teachers. In DPS and at 
Edison, we look for and provide teachers with feedback related to: 

• Learning Environment 
o Does the teacher implement high, clear expectations for student behavior? 
o Does the teacher manage groups, transitions, and resources effectively? 
o Does the teacher create a caring, respectful classroom environment? 
o Does the teacher motivate students to learn? 
o Are students largely on-task and engaged in learning  and not disruptive? 
o Are students actively engaged in the learning objective and academic tasks? 

• Instruction 
o Does the teacher clearly state the learning objective? 
o Are academic tasks rigorous, challenging, and engaging? 
o Does the teacher use questioning, technology, and resources effectively? 
o Does the teacher have a deep knowledge of the content area? 
o Do students understand the learning objective? 
o Do students have opportunities for creativity, critical thinking, problem solving? 
o Do students use academic language? 

• Planning and Preparation 
o Does the teacher instruct to state standards with the approved curriculum? 
o Does the teacher plan effectively for instruction? 
o Does the teacher use achievement data to support differentiated instruction? 

• Professionalism 
o Does the teacher support the mission and vision of the school and DPS? 
o Does the teacher participate actively in professional development? 
o Does the teacher collaborate effectively with colleagues? 

 
Parent Engagement 
Thirty years of research confirms that when parents are involved in their children’s education, 
children earn higher grades, receive higher test scores, attend school more regularly, and 
graduate from high school at higher rates. There are many things that parents can do to support 
their students in being ready for school, some of these include: 

• Ensure that students have proper nutrition, sleeping habits and exercise. 
• Provide a nurturing environment rich in words and books. 
• Support students with homework through a regular time and location for homework 

which is free from distractions. 
• Show interest in your child’s homework. 
• Be a role model in reading and responsibilities. 
• Set high expectations. 
• Volunteer in the classroom or on field trips. 
• Talk with the teacher. 
• Read with your child, 
• Review your child’s school work with them… 

o Are they writing at school? 
o Are they reading at school and home? 
o What are they learning is science or 

social studied? 
o How are they doing on math tests and 

math homework? 
 

Teacher Effectiveness and Parent Involvement 

Edison 
Elementary 

 
Denver Public Schools  
on-line resources for 

teacher effectiveness and 
parent engagement: 

 
The new DPS Leading 
Effective Academic Progress 
webpage: 
 
http://leap.dpsk12.org/ 
 
DPS Parent Involvement 
resources can be found at: 

 
http://parentguide.dpsk12.org/ 

 
 

Additional resources on 
Teacher Effectiveness: 
 
http://www.cftl.org/documents/
K16.pdf 
 
http://www.brookings.edu/view
s/papers/200604hamilton_1.p
df 
 
 
Additional resources on 
parent involvement: 
 
http://www.michigan.gov/docu
ments/Final_Parent_Involvem
ent_Fact_Sheet_14732_7.pdf 
 
http://www.projectappleseed.o
rg/chklst.html 

 
 

http://leap.dpsk12.org/
http://parentguide.dpsk12.org/
http://www.cftl.org/documents/K16.pdf
http://www.cftl.org/documents/K16.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/views/papers/200604hamilton_1.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/views/papers/200604hamilton_1.pdf
http://www.brookings.edu/views/papers/200604hamilton_1.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Final_Parent_Involvement_Fact_Sheet_14732_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Final_Parent_Involvement_Fact_Sheet_14732_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/Final_Parent_Involvement_Fact_Sheet_14732_7.pdf
http://www.projectappleseed.org/chklst.html
http://www.projectappleseed.org/chklst.html

	EDISON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
	Denver Public Schools
	on-line resources for teacher effectiveness and parent engagement:
	http://leap.dpsk12.org/
	Teacher Effectiveness and Parent Involvement

